Santa Fe, New Mexico
Based on the assigned disease and provided information, students researched the disease, developed five design criteria for their design, and came up with one moodboard, illustrations and technical drawings of five jeanswears. The project was performed from January 12 th to February 27 th in 2014, and students' results were presented on February 28 th at the wellness center of the organization. Parents of patients with the disease attended the event and gave us written feedback on students' design solutions. After the event, students answered seven openended questions: (1) Please describe your typical process in an apparel design project. What steps do you usually take in completing a design project? (2) Please describe your typical process in an apparel design project. What steps do you usually take in completing a design project? (3) What were your challenges in completing the project? (4) What were the strategies you used to overcome the challenges? (5) How do you feel about design and sustainability? Would you do a project for an underserved population again? (6) If you would repeat the project, how would you design it differently the next time? (7) In your plans to become a professional designer, what role do you think sustainability will play? The collected data were analyzed based on the reviewed literature.
Results & Discussion
Students reported that they needed to have spent a significant amount of time on research in order to conduct the design project. Since they were not familiar with the subject as well as had less experience with designing for an underserved population, they needed to consider various design constraints as well as the population's human factors to design jeans for them. One student also reported that she needed to think about the design constraints analytically to perform the project. In addition, students indicated that the design project broadened their perspectives on designing for an underserved population. Three students agreed that they wanted to continue to design for an underserved population in the future. Lastly, students' response to the project was highly positive.
Conclusion A PBL project was created and implemented in an undergraduate design course. Students designed five denim wears for populations who have a rare disease for Rare Disease Day. Students' responses to the project were highly positive. The research will help instructors who want to promote students' analytical skills on design as well as widen their perspective on design for an underserved population.
